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Process comprises treating gamma-haloacetobutyric acid ester with at least 

1 yeast strain selected from Trichosporon, Rhodotorula, Debaryomyces, 

Cryptococcus. Torulopsis and Candida. 

Pref starting ester is cpd. of formula X-CH2COCH2COOR, prepd. by 

reacting halogen with diketone inorganic solvent. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - Gamma-halo-beta-hydroxybutyric acid is prepd. in 

yield at least 75%. Useful as intermediate for pharmaceuticals such as 

cartinine, BABOB, etc.. 
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